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This issue of EASTM has to start with the sad news of the death of Professor
Yabuuti Kiyosi on June 2, 2000. In his obituary, Hashimoto Keizo describes
with great feeling not only the most important stages in the life of this eminent
scholar, but also makes clear once again just how much the field of the history of
East Asian science and technology owes to his ground-breaking work. Together
with the late Joseph Needham (1900-1995), Yabuuti Kiyoshi must be considered
one of the founders of this field of research, nurturing many scholars now well
established in the academic world. His influential books and articles on the his-
tory of Chinese astronomy and calendrical systems will no doubt continue to
form the basis for the education of up-and-coming scholars for many years to
come.
Issue No. 17 of EASTM contains two articles on the history of Chinese
medicine and one contribution on colour pigments in ancient China. This, and
the number of papers reaching us, show that China is still an important subject in
EASTM, despite the change of the name of the journal. It may, however, be
helpful for readers to know that the next special issue of EASTM will be on the
history of Vietnamese science and technology, and I am happy to announce that
one of our Editorial Committee members, Michele C. Thompson from the De-
partment of History, Southern Connecticut State University, will act as guest
editor of this forthcoming special issue. This certainly will act as a counterbal-
ance to the heavy stress on Chinese matters in this number.
Vivienne Lo's article on aspects of the distinction between "inner" (nei )
and "outer" (wai ) in early Chinese medicine guides us expertly through the
medical theories, concepts and practices as they are revealed in different types of
medical sources of the second and first centuries B.C., especially the medical
texts discovered during archaeological excavations at Zhangjiashan and
Mawangdui. The author traces the complexities in the evolution of a range of
important concepts, such as qi  and yin/yang , in early Chinese medicine.
Moreover, she elucidates the interrelationships between the medical notions of
yin and yang and nei and wai, as well as the locus of the distinction between
"inner" and "outer," that is, the idea of the so-called "inner pass" (neiguan 
). The pinpointing of the exact location of this "inner pass" is, however, a
problem that in its historical dimension became increasingly complex. Lo seeks
to relate all these notions to the cultural and social environment. This allows her
to establish a number of relationships and analogies between medical and
acumoxa practices on the one hand, and nourishing-life (yangsheng ) prac-
tices, like breath- and sexual-cultivation and therapeutic gymnastics, on the
other. She also explores representations of nei/wai distinctions in cosmological
thought, as well as notions of emotions, self-cultivation, and body politic.
Chao Yüan-ling's article deals with the question of whether we can speak of
a professionalization of physicians in late imperial China. "Profession" and "pro-
fessionalization" are clearly Western concepts. Can there be, she asks, a univer-
8 EASTM 17 (2000)
sal concept of professionalization transcending cultural boundaries? She argues
that although such factors as licensing laws, formal medical instruction, and a
growth in political and social power of physicians were absent in late imperial
China, there existed demarcating boundaries of inclusion and exclusion brought
about by the increasing participation of elites in medical practice. The criteria of
legitimacy for this emerging group of physicians was based upon a tradition of
the transmission of classical texts, rather than hereditary knowledge with a fam-
ily, their sense of identity fostered by literary networks. Thus, not institutional or
legal means were at play, but cultural and social factors. Apart from examining
divergent interpretations of a famous passage in the Liji  (Book of Rites)
offered by various commentators through the ages, as well as the contest be-
tween textual study and medical practice, the author also discusses the creation
of the textual tradition in medicine and of the notion of the ideal "Confucian
physician" (ruyi ). Finally, she explores how group identity and profession-
alization of elite physicians, especially in the Jiangnan region, was enhanced by
both classical learning and medical practice. Debates about the meaning of the
term sanshi  as contained in the famous Liji passage reflected, so she ar-
gues, a growing tension between hereditary physicians whose knowledge came
from accumulated experience, and elite physicians whose knowledge was mainly
based on texts. However, what is also clear is that even for the ideal Confucian
physician efficiency in treatment and healing continued to play an important role
in the reputation and the validation of a physician's status.
The interesting article by Heinz Berke and Hans G. Wiedemann deals with
the chemistry and fabrication of the ancient anthropogenic pigments Chinese
Blue and Purple in the China of the Qin and Han periods. These pigments
consist of solid barium copper silicate compounds with definite chemical
compositions. The authors show that, because blue colours do not occur in
nature in sufficient quantities, mankind had to develop specific methods of
manufacturing them. By reproducing these two types of pigments by
independent synthetic experiments, the authors reconstructed the original
recipes, still a complicated task even for skilled chemists today. Berke and
Wiedemann make clear that for the production of such anthropogenic pigments a
solid empirical foundation and a high level of technical skill was necessary.
Moreover, it required the availability of the quite rare barium minerals barite and
witherite. Their investigations are mainly based on chemical findings, including
archeometrical studies of six original samples. By examining the respective
degrees of thermal and chemical properties, they explain why in the production
process Chinese Purple can be regarded as a precursor to Chinese Blue. Based
on their results, the authors then ponder on the highly probable relationship
between Chinese Blue and Purple on the one hand and Egyptian Blue on the
other. They think it highly probable that the knowledge of the preparation of
Egyptian Blue was transmitted to China via Inner Asia at a very early period.
Apart from these three substantial articles, this issue contains also a number
of book reviews, one of them by Nathan Sivin on Christoph Harbsmeier's re-
9cently published volume on language and logic in the Science and Civilisation in
China series.
We are happy to announce that both Bridie Andrews from the Department of
the History of Science, Harvard University, and Tadashi Yoshida from the Cen-
ter for Northeast Asian Studies of Tohoku University, Sendai, have joined our
Editorial Committee. Moreover, the Local Advisory Board was further strength-
ened by Viktoria Eschbach-Szabo of the Seminar für Japanologie so that now all
the professors of Tübingen's East Asian institutes are involved. I am especially
grateful to Jutta Rall-Niu, John Moffett and Michael Schön for their constant
commitment and invaluable help in producing this issue, as well as to Thomas
Gaiser, librarian at Tübingen's Seminar für Sinologie und Koreanistik, and Tony
Butler of the Chemistry Department at St. Andrews University. Thomas Gaiser
generously helped us in solving all kinds of tricky computer problems, while
Tony Butler kindly checked the chemical English of Berke and Wiedemann's
article. The members of the Editorial Committee have proved to be a great
source of support and advice, for which I offer my sincere thanks. Naturally, I
would also like to thank to those who have sacrificed their time and effort in
evaluating papers submitted to EASTM. I hope that with the experience gathered
in the compilation of this issue we will be able to produce the next numbers of
EASTM in a more timely fashion.
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